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Heteronormativity and the Marginalization of Third Gender: An Analysis of Arundhati Roy's

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness

Abstract

Indian society seems to be highly patriarchal which is expected to cherish
heteronormativity, i.e. the assumption that heterosexuality is the only sexual orientation or
the sexual and marital relations are happened to be with people of two opposite sexes. This
heteronormativity believes only on the binary construction of gender identity, either
masculinity or femininity and propels the non-heterosexual gender identities to the margin
tagging them as unnatural, abnormal. deviant, queer, sick and so on. The Queer Theory
questions the heterosexual framework and gives space to those whose identities and
behaviours do not adhere to their biological sexes. Although Indian government legally
acknowledges the Third Gender (the category of LGBT) which may be lesbian. gay. bisexual.
transgender or gender queer but in the practical sense, they are yet far away to be accepted as
‘normal” human being by the society. Arundhati Roy’s long-awaited second novel, The
Ministry of Ummost Happiness (2017) brings the issue of Third Gender by depicting a
transgender character named Anjum who was born as a hermaphrodite. After being

humiliated, ridiculed and suffered a great deal in the family as well in social spheres, ze'

! Gender neutral pronoun for he/she.
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STUDIES ON MEDICINAL PLANTS OF SUALKUCHI AREA
OF KAMRUP DISTRICT, ASSAM
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Email: cdrkamal@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT:
The present study is carried out to
document and analyze the medicinal plants
of Sualkuchi area of Kamrup district, Assam
during the year 2018 -2019. The study
includes the plants which are traditionally use
directly as medicine or use for preparation
of various alternative medicines. During the
period of survey a total 199 species of
medicinal plant belonging to 163 genera and
78 families are recorded. The most dominant
fafnilies are Asteraceae and Euphorbiaceae
with 11 numbers of species each and
Solanaceae with 9 species. Some rare
medicinal plants reported from the area are
Andrographis pandiculata, Acorus
calamus, Asparagus racemosus, Bacopa
monnieri, Boerhaavia diffusa, Butea
Monosp=rma, Rauvolfia serpentina,
p""'"m Pruiens,Corton  tiglium,
Iperlongum, Wdellia calendulacea.
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INTRODUCTION:

The term “medicinal plant” includes
various types of plants used in herbalism
(“herbology” or “herbal medicine™). The earliest
literature on Indian medical practice appeared
during the Vedic period in India (Joshi and Joshi,
2013). Most of the drugs used in modern
medicine and ancient Indian medicinal system
are of plant origin. Among ancient civilizations,
India has been known to be rich repository of
medicinal plants. The forest in India is the
principal repository of large number of medicinal
plants, which are largely collected as raw
materials for manufacture of pharmaceutical
products. About 8,000 herbal remedies have
been codified in AYUSH systems in India.
Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Folk (tribal)
medicines are the major systems of indigenous
medicines. Indian systems of medicine
‘Ayurveda’, ‘Sidha’ and ‘Unani’ entirely, and
homeopathy to some extent, depend on plant
materials or their derivatives for treatment of
human ailments (Prajapati e al., 2003, Saikia
and Khan, 2011).
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